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designees of each caucus in the case of such
a crisis.”.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 20,
2020

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 12 noon, Friday, March
20; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; finally, that
following leader remarks, the Senate
be in a period of morning business with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator BRAUN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Indiana.

———
SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, first of
all, I would like to thank you for spar-
ing me not having to be in the seat in-
definitely, and I promise I will keep
this short.

What a day we have come through.
Senator CRAMER and I have been here a
little bit over a year, and I can’t imag-
ine in a little over a year being more
filled with making this responsibility
as a U.S. Senator worth every effort it
took to get here. It finds us in an inter-
esting place.

I am from Main Street America. I
spent 37 years building my own com-
pany, a company that three of my four
kids—along with a great, young execu-
tive team—run now, and here we are.
We are confronted with coronavirus.
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Now, in a sequence of HINI1, SARS,
MERS, even a threat from Ebola, this
looks like it is the one that we have
heard about for a long time that could
really test the mettle of our country
while we are going through it.

We have listened to the experts, and
I think that idea of hitting this as hard
as we can makes sense. You hear about
flattening the curve. Yes, we need to do
that. In the process, everything we are
doing has now been thrown in front of
probably the strongest economy that
you could ever imagine. Look how frail
it can be when something comes along
that you don’t understand and that you
fear.

Over the next 2 to 3 days, we are
going to be wrestling with something
that probably is going to be as tough as
anything we have confronted as a coun-
try. I thought, at first, well, we would
get through this, especially if it wasn’t
going to be a real tough thing to get
rid of. That is not the case. This is
going to take everything we have.
What we are doing this weekend ought
to be based upon the commonality that
all of us believe we should take care of
the hard-working individuals who have
been displaced by this and small busi-
nesses. We have that nucleus to start
from.

Of course, it begs the question: What
do you do about other parts of the
economy? Well, my feeling is what we
do tomorrow is not going to be the last
thing we do to make sure we take this
on with a full head of steam.

I am getting input from middle
America, from my home State, from
people whom I really trust their judg-
ment. They are saying, yes, we want to
make sure we do everything and throw
the kitchen sink at it. We want to
make sure that we protect the most
vulnerable—the people who have a pre-
existing condition, mostly elderly—im-
pacted in the State of Washington and
other places.

I am increasingly asked the question:
Do we want to keep plowing forward,
regardless of what the results are? If
the economy is starting to show what
it is showing, which has so much fear
and anxiety built into it, how long can
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we put up with it? What we are going
to do this weekend is the first major ef-
fort at restoring confidence in the
economy.

I am sure we will come back again
soon because, like I said earlier, it is
not the end of it. At some point, we
need to carefully measure the progress
we are making against the cause of it
in the first place and make sure that
that is working the way we intended it
to work, which is to make sure that we
take care of the most vulnerable and
protect them from the ravages of the
coronavirus.

So 10 days, 2 weeks down the road, I
think we are going to be at a pivotal
point. We are going to see if the early
effort has worked. We all pray that it
does. We are going to see what our ef-
forts are going to yield and generate
here this weekend, and then I want to
make sure that, at that pivot point,
when we need to look at this again, do
we keep doing what we are doing, or do
we do what seems to make sense,
maybe make some adjustments, maybe
focus on a different approach that does
not systematically take the patient
down: a healthy economy. I think we
all want to accomplish the same thing.
We are going to start this weekend.

Please, both sides of the aisle, don’t
quibble and don’t bicker about some of
the details because this is urgent. The
American public expects us to do some-
thing. Then, here in another 10 days to
2 weeks, we need to look at it again
and make sure we make the right deci-
sions that really are in the long-term
interest of tamping down the
coronavirus and not Kkilling a very
healthy patient—our economy—that
now looks like it is hurting.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until noon tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:10 p.m.,
adjourned until Friday, March 20, 2020,
at 12 noon.
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